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that the celebrated critic has never given much time to the
study of the early history of nations. This clamorous demand
for vengeance, carried to the foot of the throne, in all the pomp
of woe, by the widow and children of the murdered, is so fre-
quent in the annals of every European people that innumer-
able instances might be quoted. One in much later times, re-
lated by Monstrelet, will serve the present purpose. Speak-
ing of the events that followed the murder of the Duke of Or-
leans, in 1407, by order of the Duke of Burgundy, the old
chronicler says:
" On the tenth day of December, the Duchess of Orleans,
widow to the late duke, with her youngest son John, and ac-
companied by the late Queen of England, now wife to her
eldest son, set out for Paris. The King of Sicily, the Dukes
of Berri and Bourbon, the Counts of Clermont and VendSme,
the" Lord Charles d'Albret, constable of France, and many
other great lords, went out of the town to meet her, attended
by a number of people and horses, and thus escorted her to
the Hotel de St. Pol, where the king resided. Being instant-
ly admitted to an audience, she fell on her knees to the king,
and made a pitiful complaint to him of the very inhuman mur-
der of her lord and husband. The king, who at that time
was in his sound senses, having lately recovered from his ill-
ness, raised her up with tears, and assured her he would com-
ply with all her request, according to the opinion of his
council.
**       +        ****«**
" On the "Wednesday after St. Thomas's day, the Duchess
of Orleans, accompanied by her youngest son, the Queen
Dowager of England, her daughter-in-law, the Chancellor of
Orleans, and others of her council, and many of the knights
and esquires who had been of the household of the late duke,
all clothed in black, came to the Hotel of St. Pol to have an
audience of the king. She found there the King of Sicily,
the Duke of Berri and Bourbon, the Chancellor of France,
and several others, who, having demanded an audience for her
of the Kngi instantly obtained it. She was led into the pres-
ence by the Count d'Alenfjon, and with many tears, and be-
fore all the princes, again supplicated'the king that he would

